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Nature was once habitat, home, the place where one lived, the source of life and 

livelihood. It is only later that it became disaggregated into resource, as a collection of natural 
resources. Along with this came into being a social-economic process since the birth and 
development of capitalism, the conversion of nature as resource into nature as capital. The story 
of capitalism has its other side, its underbelly, which is the capitalisation of nature. Nature at one 
end is ideologically and semiotically assimilated into resource, not withstanding the attempts to 
re-connect and reconstitute it as ecosystem or environment and at the other is assimilated into the 
circuits of capital at a world scale. 

Water, as part of nature, is part of this dual process.  But, water, as natural resource, is 
unique and has many peculiarities, which make it so. Because of the increasing recognition of its 
importance, it often tends to be seen in isolation from this larger process of which it is a part. It is 
important to situate it within this dual process and to see it as part of these dual processes in a 
dual context, within the heart of capitalised nature and at the frontiers of this dual process as it 
eats up more and more of nature. 

There is also the resistance to these processes. As this double capitalisation proceeds 
apace it impinges on the lives and livelihoods of the exploited and oppressed classes and 
communities the world over. Here we have the human agency of the revolt against the 
capitalization of nature. There is also a deeper and an unacknowledged, invisible process that can 
be viewed as the revolt of nature against its capitalisation. The process of environmental 
degradation, pollution, and climate change can then be seen as a process of nature’s own 
resistance to its capitalisation. 

The paper/essay focuses on water, but as part of this larger process involving nature and 
reflects on the experiences of working with water issues over the last more than thirty years. 


