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“Here, then, we have the best proof which similarity of position and specific identity of 
contained fossils can afford that the deposit enclosed in trap at Padpangali is properly 
contemporaneous with our fresh-water deposit in Central India, although a majority of its 
organisms are truly marine. It is evident that it was here our great collection of fresh water, 
stretching either in one continuous sheet or interruptedly a distance of 1050 miles, in a direct line 
from Rajamahal to Bombay, and of 660 miles from N. to the neighbourhood of Padpangali 
[Pangali], discharged itself by an estuary into the sea. Whether this great expanse of freshwater 
was one of many lakes, cannot now be determined, in consequence of the disappearance of trap 
from many situations where once it must have existed, but I am persuaded that the more careful 
exploration made in the great basaltic region of western India, the more evident it will become 
that the intervals between the lakes, if any there were, must have been exceedingly small.” 

- S. Hislop and R. Hunter, “On the geology and fossils of the neighbourhood of Nagpur, 
Central India,” Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society of London, June 21, 1854. 

-  
That a large freshwater lake possibly extended in India, in the Eocene period, all the way 

from what is presently Rajmahal to Mumbai to Pangali, was evident enough in a paper presented 
at the Geological Society in London on the geology of the fossils of the neighborhood of Nagpur 
by two Scottish missionaries, the Reverend Stephen Hislop, and Robert Hunter. Somewhat less 
evident, however, is what the discovery of the remains of this putative freshwater lake 
represented in the middle portion of the nineteenth century. Did the discovery of this freshwater 
lake dating to the Eocene period represent a new development in the nature of knowledge of 
subcontinental geology? Or, on the contrary, did the discovery of this freshwater lake reference 
merely the collation and the drawing together of diverse forms of regional geological histories in 
such far-removed locations as Rajmahal, Padpanjali, Mumbai, Nagpur and Wardha? Indeed 
would the discovery of such a large lake extending across regions have even been plausible in 
the nineteenth century without colonial systems of communication, and the presence of 
Geological societies in India and in England, which served as sites for establishing the 
simultaneity between diverse regional geological histories?  

On the one hand, then, I examine the ways in which Hislop and Hunter’s demonstration 
of the existence of freshwater deposits in the region of Nagpur and Wardha, appears, at the face 
of it, strictly as a regional geological history. On the other hand, I also explore the peculiar ways 
in which Hislop and Hunter frequently undermined their own project of a regional geological 
history in the favor of a broader, trans-regional geological history. I explore the peculiar ways in 
which colonial geology in South Asia often served to undermine regional specificities and 
particularities, by demonstrating larger trans-regional geological unities.   

 


